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The Farragut West Knox Chamber of  Commerce invites 
the business community and the public to its upcoming 
Speaker Series luncheon featuring a moderated forum 
with three participating Knox County mayoral candi-
dates. As the county prepares to elect a leader respon-
sible for more than half  a million residents and a budget 
exceeding $1.1 billion, the forum offers attendees an op-
portunity to hear directly from those seeking the office.

The discussion will be moderated by William “Bill” Lyons, professor 
emeritus of  political science at the University of  Tennessee’s Baker 
School of  Public Policy and Public Affairs. A former chief  policy officer 
for the City of  Knoxville, Lyons brings extensive experience in public 
policy, American politics, and voting behavior to the conversation.

Confirmed participants include Betsy Henderson, Knox County Board 
of  Education chair; Kim Frazier, Knox County Commission vice chair; 
and Larsen Jay, Knox County commissioner. Attendees are encouraged 

to submit questions in advance to julie@farragutchamber.com. While ev-
ery effort will be made to incorporate as many topics as possible, inclu-
sion is subject to the time allotted for the event.

Presented by Tennessee Strategies, the event will take place Thurs-
day, April 2, 2026, at the Rothchild Event Center, 8807 Kingston Pike, 
Knoxville. Doors open at 11:15 a.m. for networking and lunch, followed 
by the candidate discussion from noon to 1 p.m. Lunch is included for all 
attendees.

Seating is limited, and early registration is encouraged. Individual 
tickets are $35 for Chamber members and $45 for non-members. Re-
served tables of  10 are available for $325 for members and $450 for 
non-members. The Chamber thanks presenting sponsor Tennessee 
Strategies and event sponsor First Utility District of  Knox County for 
their support. A limited number of  Community ($500) and Event ($1,000) 
sponsorships remain.

To secure tickets or sponsorships, visit 
farragutchamber.com > Events or call (865) 675-7057.

Chamber to Host 
Knox County Mayoral Candidate Luncheon

Presented by Tennessee Strategies
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2026 Business EXPO Set for April 22, Presented by Slamdot
The Farragut West Knox Chamber of  Commerce’s 

annual Business EXPO will take place Wednesday, 
April 22, 2026, from 12 to 4 p.m. at The Venue Lenoir 
City, 7690 Creekwood Park Boulevard, Lenoir City, 
Tennessee. Traditionally drawing more than 500 
attendees, the EXPO offers a high-impact opportu-
nity for local businesses to build brand awareness, 
connect with service providers, and engage directly 
with the public.

With updated hours and a new venue, the 2026 
EXPO, presented by Slamdot, offers businesses an 
opportunity to connect with professional peers and 
local consumers while sharing the story behind 
their brand.

Booth registration is currently open exclusively to 
Chamber members, who have first right of  refusal 
for prime floor space. Through Feb. 28, members may 
reserve a booth for $300. Beginning March 1, any re-
maining booths will be available to non-members for 
$350. Member restaurants and caterers may also re-
serve a limited number of  food booths for $125, with 
complimentary samples required.

General admission is now open, and the Chamber 
encourages early registration. Pre-registered atten-
dance is included at no cost for Chamber members. 
Non-members can purchase early bird tickets at a 
rate of  two for $5. All tickets purchased at the door 
on the day of  the event will be $5 for all guests, with 
the event being card-only for on-site transactions.

To register for a booth or purchase tickets, visit 
farragutchamber.com > Events > Business Expo. 

The Chamber thanks presenting sponsor Slam-
dot, business level sponsors Lenoir City Utilities 
Board (LCUB), CertaPro Painters, and Y-12 Federal 
Credit Union, and community level sponsors Simply 
Magical Vacations by Amy, NerdsToGo, Kat’s Lash 
Lounge & Wax Studio, and UT Federal Credit Union. 
Graphic Creations is the event’s swag bag sponsor. 

A limited number of  sponsorships remain; Chamber 
members may contact the Chamber at (865) 675-7057 

or julie@farragutchamber.com for details.

In response to years of  member 
feedback requesting a more re-
laxed and social alternative to the 
traditional formal gala, the Farra-
gut West Knox Chamber of  Com-
merce will debut its inaugural Ca-
sino Night fundraiser on Saturday, 
March 21, 2026. This brand-new 
signature event is designed to be 
a fresh, high-energy evening that 
directly supports the expansion of  
the Chamber’s initiatives such as 
programs and grants.

Proceeds from the event are ex-
clusively dedicated to strengthen-
ing the resources the Chamber 
provides to the local business 
community. Held at The Venue in 
Lenoir City from 6 to 9 p.m., the 
evening offers an immersive ex-
perience featuring professional 
tables and dealers for blackjack, 
roulette, double craps, and 3-card 
poker. Guests of  all skill levels are 
welcome, as professional dealers 
will be available to provide instruc-
tion for those new to the games.

Beyond the gaming tables, the 
event features a cocktail-attire at-
mosphere complete with music, a 
dance floor, and a variety of  food 
and beverages. The evening serves 
as a unique opportunity for busi-
ness professionals to network, cel-
ebrate, and unwind while invest-
ing in the long-term success of  the 
Chamber’s membership base.

Early bird tickets are available 
for $100 through Feb. 17. After that 
date, the price will increase to $125 
starting Feb. 18. Given that this is 
a debut event with limited capac-
ity, the Chamber encourages early 
registration to take advantage of  
the discounted rate and ensure at-
tendance.

Early bird tickets are available 
for $100 through Feb. 17. After that 
date, the price increases to $125 be-
ginning Feb. 18. Given this debut 
event’s limited capacity, early reg-
istration is encouraged to secure 
the discounted rate. 

Sponsorship opportunities re-

Early Bird Tickets Now Available for 
Chamber’s Inaugural Casino Night

main open to Chamber members, 
including a “Game Table” spon-
sorship for $500, which includes 
two event tickets. Sponsoring this 
fundraiser offers businesses an 
opportunity to become founding 
partners of  this first-of-its-kind 
tradition. The Chamber thanks 
its current Full House Sponsors, 
Tennessee State Bank and Keith 

Window Company, along with Cup 
Sponsors MR10 Realty and Renais-
sance Title & Escrow, for support-
ing this initiative.

To purchase tickets or inquire 
about remaining sponsorship 

levels, visit farragutchamber.com > 
Events > Casino Night or 

call (865) 675-7057.
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Networkings
Bryan Insurance Group | January 8, 2026

Knoxville Habitat for Humanity ReStore | January 15, 2026

Kids Cove Drop-In Childcare Center | January 29, 2026

Owner Matthew Bryan 
(blue blazer) and his 
team welcome guests 
to a Chamber network-
ing event at Bryan 
Insurance Group’s 
Farragut office, where 
they provide personal-
ized insurance solu-
tions for individuals 
and businesses. 

The Habitat for Hu-
manity ReStore team 
smiles for a photo as 
guests arrive to net-
work at the Downtown 
West Boulevard loca-
tion, where proceeds 
support affordable 
homeownership for 
local families.

Frank James (center, 
black blazer) and his 
wife and co-owner, 
Eboni James (center 
right), are joined by 
colleagues for a photo 
while hosting a Cham-
ber networking event 
at Kids Cove, which 
provides high-quality, 
flexible child care 
solutions for families 
in Farragut.

The Financial  
Enablers team 
gathers for a 
group photo  
between  
networking with 
attendees

Attendees gather 
for a group photo 
during the morn-
ing networking.

(L to R) Michelle 
Guyer of Nesco 
Resource, Travis 
Hanson of Ace 
Pickleball Club 
Knoxville, and 
Josh Hall of Taltek 
pause for a photo 
while making con-
nections.
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Ribbon Cuttings
Paleteria Azteca Ice Cream Shop

January 7, 2026
Knox Therapy Center 

January 13, 2026

Home-based Business Ribbon Cutting  
December 17, 2025

The daughter of owners Carlos Cobian and Marisol Cobian (wine-colored 
jacket) holds the scissors alongside staff and community members dur-
ing the grand opening of Paleteria Azteca Ice Cream Shop, bringing new 
tastes of Mexico to Turkey Creek in Farragut.

Accurate Pest Solutions
Owner Joe Runco (holding scissors) is joined by Chamber members and 
community guests for a ribbon cutting celebrating Accurate Pest Solu-
tions’ arrival in the community, a business dedicated to protecting homes 
and businesses safely and reliably.

Owner Joe Mixon (holding scissors) is joined by colleagues, Chamber 
members, and community members to celebrate the one-year anniversary 
of Knox Therapy Center, which supports clients through life’s transitions 
with personalized therapeutic approaches.

HR hive Solutions
Owner Shannon Lee (holding scissors) is joined by Chamber members 
and community guests for a ribbon cutting celebrating HR hive Consult-
ing’s arrival in the community, which provides tailored HR solutions to 
help businesses thrive.



6   Chamber Life	 FEBRUARY 2026

Did you know?
Did you know that one of  the 

most important tasks in February 
for a small business owner is mak-
ing sure your tax documentation is 
in order? If  you are a business who 
works with employees, you should 
have already issued W2’s by the 
end of  January, but February is a 
good time to confirm everything 
was filed correctly and that your 
records match what was submitted. 
Gathering income statements, ex-
pense reports, and payroll records 
now can help reduce stress as the 
tax deadlines approach. 

February is also an opportune 
time to review your federal, state, 
and local tax obligations. In Tennes-
see, while there is no state income 
tax on wages, businesses may still 
be responsible for franchise and ex-
cise taxes, sales and use tax filings, 
and employer-related taxes. Stay-
ing ahead of  these requirements 

can help avoid penalties and cash 
flow surprises later in the year. Be-
low are several important dates for 
2026 that you should be aware of: 

• January 31 – W2’s due to all 
employees
• February 2 – Form 1099s due 
to Nonemployees / Indepen-
dent Contractors 
• March 1 – Tangible Personal 
Property Tax Form is due to 
Knox County (the long green 
form) 
• March 15 – For Partnerships: 
Form 1065 Partnership Return 
is due, and Form K-1 is due to 
Partners.  For S-Corps: Form 
1120S-S Corporation Return is 
due, and the K-1 is due to all 
Stockholders 
• April 15: TNTAP Business 
Tax Returns, 1040 Individual 
Income Tax Returns, and TN 

Franchise and Excise Tax Re-
turns are all due

Beyond taxes, compliance should 
also be part of  your February 
checklist. Take a moment to con-
firm that your business licenses, 
permits, and registrations are cur-
rent. If  your business grew, moved 
locations, or changed structure last 
year, this is a good time to confirm 
that all licenses and forms reflect 
how your business operates today.

Finally, consider February your 
opportunity to ask questions and 
gain clarity. Early guidance often 
leads to better planning, and fewer 
last-minute decisions.   Connect-
ing with a trusted accountant, tax 
preparer, or meeting with your 
Tennessee Small Business Develop-
ment Center can help you identify 
potential issues before the above 
deadlines loom. 

Fifth Third Bank – 
Multiple Positions

Fifth Third Bank in Knoxville is hiring 
for several positions. The Financial Center 
Manager will complete a comprehensive 
onboarding program and rotations in op-
erations, sales, lending, and management 
before placement in a Financial Center. For 
more information, contact Dawn Hum-
phrey at dawn.humphrey@53.com.

The Personal Banker Associate I will 
complete a 4–8 week onboarding program 
and provide consultative sales and service 
in a Financial Center, including teller 
transactions and customer relationship 
building. For more information, contact 
Jonathan Topczij-Daniel at jonathan.
topczij-daniel@internal.53.com.

The Personal Banker Associate II will 
complete a 4–8 week onboarding program 
and focus on sales development, relation-
ship building, and promoting banking 

products to meet customer needs. For more 
information, contact Jonathan Topczij-
Daniel at jonathan.topczij-daniel@inter-
nal.53.com

Caring Transitions of Knoxville SW – 
Part-Time Team Member

Caring Transitions of  Knoxville SW is 
hiring a part-time, on-call team member 
to support senior downsizing projects and 
online auction prep, including organizing, 
packing, and assisting with auction items. 
Candidates should enjoy working in a fast-
paced, team-oriented environment.

For more information, call (502) 403-3360 
or email jgonzalez@caringtransitions.com.

PLUNJ Knoxville – 
Professional PLUNJ Host

PLUNJ Knoxville is hiring a Profes-
sional PLUNJ Host to guide guests through 
sauna and cold plunge experiences while 

providing a welcoming, 
supportive environment. 
Candidates should have 
an interest in wellness, strong interper-
sonal skills, and the ability to engage with 
guests in a calm, professional setting.

For more information, email knoxville@
plunj.com or search PLUNJ Knoxville on 
Indeed.

Atomic Electric Service – 
Dispatch Manager

Atomic Electric Service in Knoxville 
is hiring a full-time Dispatch Manager to 
oversee daily scheduling for four electri-
cian crews, coordinate with utilities and in-
spectors, and ensure timely service for cus-
tomers. Candidates should be organized, 
decisive, and experienced in dispatching 
within a trades or service business.

Apply via Indeed by searching Atomic 
Electric Service Inc.

SCAN TO 
SEE WHAT’S 
HAPPENING!

Workforce & Jobs

Use the QR code to view 
our December events 

calendar and stay up to date 
on networking, workshops, 
and Chamber happenings 

all month long. Don’t miss a 
chance to connect!

Our Members  

Our Members  
are Hiring!
are Hiring!



FEBRUARY 2026	 Chamber Life   7

THANK YOU for Renewing Your Membership!

THANK YOU
to our 

Enterprise Members!

The Farragut/West Knox Chamber thanks to these businesses who have renewed their investment in the Chamber as of January. We can count them as Farragut West Knox Chamber of Commerce members! 
We urge members to patronize one another when the goods or services a member can provide are needed. We also hope that area residents recognize a business’s commitment to its community when it 

becomes part of its local chamber of commerce and reward that commitment with its patronage.

Amish Elegance
Ampt Electric
Broadway Carpets & Flooring
CADES
Captive Resources
Caring Transitions of  Knoxville SW
ChildHelp - N. Cedar Bluff Location
Corrigan & Williams
Cumulus Media/
	 WIVK, WOKI, WNML
Dale Skidmore Agency - Allstate
Design Decor Knoxville
Dixie Lee Wines & Liquors, Inc.
Doubletree by Hilton 
	 Oak Ridge/Knoxville

Emerald Youth Foundation
Enrichment Federal Credit Union - 
	 S. Northshore
Fallen Leaf  Medical, PLLC
Farragut ENT & Allergy
FLiWHEEL Partners
Fox Den Country Club
Fresh Impressions
Green Meadows Partners, Inc.
Greystone Pointe Apartments
Hampton Inn & Suites - 
	 Turkey Creek
JCPenney
Junk Galaxy
Knoxville Aging In Place, Inc.

Kumon of  Farragut
Landscape Workshop
Madison Insurance Group
Main Event Knoxville
Moonshine Mountain Cookie 
	 Company, LLC
Pest & Mosquito Authority
Right Lane Development, LLC
Riverview Decks
Rotary Club of  Farragut
Save A Heart
Sign Gypsies West Knox
Signature Storage at Choto, LLC
Skintentional Beauty Spa
SmartBank - Farragut

Smith Roofing & Exteriors
Springhill Suites by Marriott
Strategic Tax & Business Services
Technology Resources
Tennessee Orthodontic Studios
The Dream Connection, Inc.
The Forge
The Insurance Group
The Venue at Lenoir City
Tim’s Custom Painting 
Tri Star Senior Advisors, Inc.
UPS Store #2381
Window Hero West Knoxville
Your Home Sold Guaranteed Realty, 
	 Kings of  Real Estate Team

Welcome 
New Members!

The Chamber welcomes these businesses who 
joined us recently in January

Did you know businesses/organizations can 
submit an application & payment online? 

Visit www.farragutchamber.com  and click “Join the Chamber!”

Scan the QR code to learn about our new members!

Thank you for your 
Commander 

Enterprise Membership!                                                                     

Thank you for your 
Anchor

Enterprise Membership!                                                                     

Thank you for your 
Anchor

Enterprise Membership!                                                                     

Thank you for your 
Anchor  

Enterprise Membership!                                                                     

A special thank you goes to these renewing members who are 
continuing their support of  our chamber and the businesses it serves 

through their above-and-beyond Enterprise Membership:

Parkwest Medical Center 

NHC Place – 
Assisted Living 

Rio Grande Fence Co. 
of Tennessee 

The Eye Group P. C.
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Enterprise Club
These Chamber members generously contribute to the Chamber and the Continued Development Grant Program above and beyond their annual dues.

Vice Admiral

Admiral

Commander

Anchor

Admiral Elite Captain


