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Discover Hidden History in Farragut:  
September Speaker Series Returns

The Farragut West Knox Chamber’s Speaker 
Series returns in September with one of  its most 
requested topics to date—Historic Concord.

This engaging program offers a fresh perspective on local history, go-
ing beyond the familiar names to share stories of  the individuals who 
helped shape the community. Attendees will hear from local historian 
Frank Galbraith, Farragut Museum docents, and Pleasant Forest 
Cemetery Board Chair David Stinton, followed by an optional guided 
walking tour of  Pleasant Forest Cemetery, established in 1796.

The event takes place Wednesday, Sept. 10, at the newly renovated 
Town of  Farragut Boardroom, 11408 Municipal Center Drive. Doors 
open at 7:15 a.m. with coffee and a light breakfast provided during 
networking. The presentation begins at 7:45 a.m., with the walking tour 
scheduled to follow at 9:15 a.m., weather permitting. Luxury transpor-

tation to and from the cemetery will be provided by Olympus Car & 
Coach.

Tickets are $25 each or two for $40 and are open to the public. Due to 
venue capacity, seating is limited to 85 guests, and early registration is 
encouraged.

A limited number of  sponsorships are still available, some of  which 
are industry exclusive. Sponsorships offer visibility before, during and 
after the event, along with reserved seating and on-site recognition. 
Sponsors confirmed at press time include Simply Magical Vacations by 
Amy and Olympus Car & Coach. The Chamber also acknowledges the 
Town of  Farragut and Knox County for their valued municipal  
support.

To reserve tickets or learn more about sponsorships, visit
farragutchamber.com > Events or call (865) 675-7057.
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The Farragut West Knox 
Chamber of  Commerce in-
vites you to be part of  our 
largest annual signature 
event, the Auction: Charity 
Gala & Dinner Affair, pre-
sented by Rocky Top HVAC. 
The event takes place 
Thursday, Oct. 2, from 6 to 9 
p.m. at The Venue at Lenoir 
City.

Supported by more than 300 busi-
nesses each year, the gala unites 
members and the community for 
an evening that strengthens local 
commerce while supporting mean-
ingful causes. This year, a portion 
of  proceeds will benefit two Cham-

ber-member nonprofits: the Al-
zheimer’s Association – Tennessee 
Chapter and Alzheimer’s Tennes-
see Inc., both dedicated to advanc-
ing care, education and advocacy 
for individuals and families affect-
ed by Alzheimer’s and dementia.

As of  this newsletter’s publica-
tion, just one industry-exclusive 
sponsorship at the $2,500 level re-
mains available. Sponsorships not 
only include reserved seating and 
exclusive visibility before, during 
and after the event — they also help 
ensure the Chamber can maximize 
its donation to this year’s selected 
nonprofit beneficiaries.

Early bird ticket and table pric-
ing is available through Aug. 31. In-
dividual tickets are $85, and mem-
ber tables (10 seats) are $750. Prices 
increase to $99 and $850 on Sept. 1. 

Members must log in to their por-
tal to access discounted rates.

We are deeply grateful to the 
businesses who have already com-
mitted their support to the 2025 
Auction Gala:

Presenting Sponsor
Rocky Top HVAC, LLC.

Event Sponsors
McGuire Roofing and Construction
Riverview Decks

Community Sponsors
Centriworks
City Wide Facility Solutions
Johnny Brusco’s
Knoxville TVA 
Employees Credit Union
Pinnacle Financial Partners

Partner With Us to Fight Alzheimer’s
Sponsor or Attend Our Auction Gala

Why It Matters: In Their Words
The Farragut West Knox Chamber of  Com-

merce is proud to donate a portion of  item sales 
and net proceeds from our 2025 Auction Charity 
Gala to two dedicated nonprofits. Below, lead-
ers from each organization 
share what this partner-
ship means to them and the 
communities they serve.

Sara Dickson, senior 
development manager 
of the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation Tennessee Chap-
ter, said:

“We are truly honored 
and grateful that the Al-
zheimer’s Association Ten-
nessee Chapter has been 
chosen as the benefiting charity for this year’s 
Farragut West Knox Chamber silent auction. 
Our mission is close to so many hearts—pro-
viding support to families facing Alzheimer’s, 
funding research for a cure, and working to-
ward a future without this disease.

“It truly means the world to have the support 
of  the Chamber and our local business com-
munity. When we come together like this, it 
reminds families affected by Alzheimer’s that 
they’re not alone.

“I’m especially excited for this opportunity 
because it brings awareness and connection. 
We get to share our mission while partnering 
with passionate, community-driven people. It’s 
events like this that help 
keep our momentum going, 
both in fundraising and in 
hope.

“Thank you for helping 
us move one step closer to 
a world without Alzheim-
er’s.”

Equally dedicated to this 
cause is Alzheimer’s Ten-
nessee, Inc., which has pro-
vided local programs and 
support for decades.

Janice Wade-Whitehead, executive direc-
tor of Alzheimer’s Tennessee, said:

“Alzheimer’s Tennessee is a Tennessee origi-
nal. Our volunteer spirit stretches back to 1983, 
when a group of  families and professionals 
founded the organization now entering its fifth 
decade of  service.

“We serve more than 120,000 Tennesseans 
living with Alzheimer’s and dementia along 
with their loved ones. Support from the Farra-
gut Chamber will provide for local programs 

benefiting our community, including support  
groups and a 24/7 helpline at (800) ALZ-GATE-
way, or (800) 259-4283.

“Purple Santa provides a meaningful experi-
ence for residents of  nursing homes, assisted 
living communities and those living alone dur-
ing the holidays.

“Our Professional Education Initiative in-
cludes educational opportunities for physicians, 
nurses and other professionals regarding early 
detection and management of  dementia.

“Hearts Sing! Chorus brings together people 
in early and mid-stage memory loss, caregivers 
and singing volunteers. When words are lost, 
music often remains.

“We are Alzheimer’s Tennessee, the original. 
We appreciate your support as we work together 
to make Alzheimer’s a memory.” 

These powerful testimonials highlight the vi-
tal work our beneficiaries do every day. By sup-
porting the Chamber’s Auction: Charity Gala & 
Dinner Affair, you help sustain programs that 
provide care, hope and connection to families 
affected by Alzheimer’s and dementia in our 
community.

Simply Magical Vacations 
	 by Amy
Slamdot Inc.

Learn more, view available  
sponsorships, or reserve  
your tickets at  
farragutchamber.com > Events.
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Networkings
Far left: Co-owner Paulie Baio 
(kneeling) welcomed a power-
house crowd to Kick & Fit Club, 
where networking hit a new level. 
Attendees made strong connec-
tions—both with one another and 
with the punching bags—in this 
high-energy event.
Left: (L to R) Dr. Joel Ash of Ash 
Chiropractic & Wellness pauses 
for a photo with Charlotte Jensen 
of Bowen Door Service during a 
round of purposeful networking.

Far left: A smiling group of Lenoir 
City Utilities Board team members 
gathers during the joint network-
ing event between the Farragut 
West Knox and Loudon County 
Chambers. Attendees also toured 
LCUB’s cutting-edge data center 
for a behind-the-scenes look at 
local innovation.Left: (L–R) Mike 
Shinn of Buckeye Home Medical 
Equipment, Chad Helms of Best 
Buy Metals, and Trent Richardson 
of Hard Knox Life, LLC pause for a 
group photo during a lively gather-
ing of local professionals.

Right: The LBA Hospitality team 
gathers for a group photo while 
hosting a lively afternoon network-
ing at Element Knoxville West.
Far right: Audrey Johnson of Old 
National Bank and Abdul Freeman 
of American Senior Benefits enjoy 
great conversation and refresh-
ments while making the most of 
the networking.

Kick and Fit Club  
July 10, 2025

Lenoir City Utilities Board  
		    July 31, 2025

Element  
Knoxville West   

July 17, 2025
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Ribbon Cuttings

New owners Robin Sheldon, holding the scissors, and 
Ted Kotulski (to right of Robin) celebrate 40 years of 
business and a new chapter with a ribbon cutting, 
joined by founders Kerry and Sharon McDuffie and 
community members.

Deane Hill Place marked a new chapter under Terra 
Bella management with a celebratory ribbon cutting. 
Executive Director Caroline Wilder did the honors, sur-
rounded by her team and members of the community.

Co-owner Keith Lane marked the ribbon cutting for 
Painter1’s new location at 5227 N Middlebrook Pike, 
joined by his wife Keli Lane and their team. Backed 
by years of painting expertise, Painter1 brings a com-
mitment to quality work delivered on time and within 
budget to homes and businesses across the region.

Superior Carpet & Rug Cleaning 
July 9, 2025

Deane Hill Place | July 22, 2025

Painter1 of Knoxville | July 29, 2025

Community Director Peggy Benson, holding the scis-
sors, is joined by her team and President & CEO Jo-
seph Renaud as the Chamber welcomes Alden North 
Knoxville—a new rental home community offering mod-
ern three- and four-bedroom homes—to the area.

Alden North Knoxville
July 15, 2025

Snooty Patootie Boutique officially opened its Farragut 
storefront with a celebratory ribbon cutting led by Owner 
Kay McGinnis. She was joined by her daughter, Hayley 
Gurley—who now helps lead the boutique—alongside 
her team and family. 

Snooty Patootie Boutique 
July 24, 2025
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Did you know?
Did you know that  

“Automation should ampli-
fy excellence, not duct-tape 
dysfunction”? – Shelley 
Kelley of  SBTDC Raleigh. 

AI can promise many things, 
because it can be such a powerful 
tool. But, if  the systems you want 
to implement an AI tool for are 
broken, no amount of  automa-
tion will fix those issues. Before 
you click “start” on any new AI 
feature, you need to make sure 
your revenue-generating founda-
tions are solid. Kelley has outlined 
a few questions a business needs 
to confidently answer: 

Peach Cobbler Factory - 
Shift Supervisors & Cobbleristas

Part-time positions with flexible hours (weekdays, 
weeknights, weekends, holidays). Competitive pay—
matching or exceeding current wages based on experi-
ence. No experience required; training provided.

Apply by texting “127703” to (844) 311-6432 or at the-
peachcobblerfactoryknoxville.easyapply.com.
Fish Window Cleaning – 
Window Cleaning Technicians

Flexible hours, great pay, and a friendly team. Work 
at commercial and residential locations (1–3 stories), 
including some ladder work and travel between jobs. 
Must have reliable transportation, proof  of  insurance, 
and a valid driver’s license.

Apply at wantagreatjob.com/?lid=217.
Nothing Bundt Cakes – 
Assistant Baker, Froster, Dishwasher

Join the team making and decorating cakes that 
bring joy to every occasion. Assistant Baker supports 
daily baking; Froster adds final decorative touches; 
Dishwasher/Utility keeps bakery equipment ready for 
production.

Apply by contacting Rachael Neetz at (989) 307-4477 
or rneetz@celebrationcakesllc.com, or visit nothing-
bundtcakes.com.
Lee Company – Skilled Trades Professionals

Lee Company is hiring skilled trades professionals 
of  all experience levels, including plumbers, electri-
cians, HVAC techs, welders, and pipefitters. Positions 
available across residential, commercial, and technical 
services.

Apply at leecompany.com/careers or contact Ste-
phen Crawford at (423) 290-2749.
Emerald Youth Foundation – 
Fall Afterschool Tutors

Emerald Youth Foundation is hiring fall afterschool 
tutors to support reading and math skills for elementa-
ry and middle school students. Positions are in-person, 
8–10 hours per week, at $17 per hour. Training begins 
the week of  September 16; tutoring starts the week of  
September 23.

Apply at emeraldyouth.bamboohr.com/careers/264 
or contact Rachel Davis at (865) 637-3227.
Emerald Youth Foundation – Afterschool/ 
Summer Ministry Program Development Director

Emerald Youth Foundation is hiring a Program 
Development Director to shape and lead its Christ-
centered afterschool and summer ministry model. 
This full-time role supports site leaders, oversees pro-
gram consistency, and integrates faith, academics, and 
health into a dynamic, multi-site youth experience.

Apply at emeraldyouth.bamboohr.com/careers/255 
or contact Rachel Davis at (865) 637-3227.

Member
hosted
Events: 

Would your business love  
to host one of our popular  

weekly networkings?  
Members can do just that!  

Call us at  
(865) 675-7057   

to learn more or to  
book for this 2026! 

NEXT FEATURED 
ENTERPRISE 

MEMBER EVENT:

Networking with
SouthEast Bank

Bearden
Thursday, Sept. 18

4:30 pm - 6 pm
4960 Kingston Pike

Knoxville, TN 
37919

Is what I am offering irresistible 
and clearly communicated?

Do I have a reliable way to gen-
erate leads every single week?

Is my sales process mapped out 
from first click to close?

Am I tracking our conversion 
points, so I see what is really work-
ing?

If  your answers are no, your 
business is not ready for AI. First, 
you need to tune your sales engine 
to run consistently and with 
purpose. Also, consider the other 
pain points or repetitive tasks you 
see daily. How are you recording 
and organizing your data? Quality 
input will be critical for AI tools to 
generate useful, accurate outputs. 

When these systems are fine-
tuned, then it will be time to plug 
AI into the right points to multiply 
what is already working. Depend-
ing on the need of  your business, 
there are numerous AI tools a 
company can research.  Read the 
case studies, user feedback and 
if  offered, test the free demos to 
determine how these products will 
fit your business needs.

ChatGPT and Claude can assist 
with content generation, docu-
ment analysis, and provide basic 
coding. 

Pictory.ai turns long-form con-
tent like webinars or blog posts 
into short marketing videos.

Drift combines AI chatbots and 
human agents to generate leads 
and guide customers through the 
sales process.

Canva, Constant Contact, Quick-
Books, and other platforms are 
starting to offer AI features within 
their services. 

Once a decision is made, invest 
in basic training for your team 
to understand how AI works and 
establish clear policies for its use. 
Your SBDC team is here to help 
tune what generates your revenue 
and then build systems from there. 

For help navigating these  
changes, your local TSBDC is  
available to answer questions re-
garding licensing, compliance, and 
business plan development  
for childcare providers.  

Workforce & Jobs
Scan the QR Code  

for all August events! Our Members  

Our Members  
are Hiring!
are Hiring!
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THANK YOU for Renewing Your Membership!

THANK YOU
to our 

Enterprise Members!

The Farragut/West Knox Chamber thanks to these businesses who have renewed their investment in the Chamber as of July. We can count them as Farragut West Knox Chamber of Commerce members! We urge  
members to patronize one another when the goods or services a member can provide are needed. We also hope that area residents recognize a business’s commitment to its community when it becomes part of its  

local chamber of commerce and reward that commitment with its patronage.

Andy’s Frozen Custard
Apple Cake Tea Room
Bin There Dump That -
	 Knoxville
Blaze Pizza - N. Peters
Blaze Pizza - Turkey Creek
Brain Balance Achievement Centers
Citizens Bank Kingston Pike
Corner 16 - Northshore
Edward Jones - Financial Advisor: 

Jillinn Wilson
Faculty Internal Medicine
HGI
IMS, Inc.

Jake’s Affordable 
Painting-Knoxville

JCPenney
Kids Cove Drop-In 

Child Care Center
Larsen Jay, 

Knox County Commissioner
Mountain High Outfitters 
MoxCar Marketing 

+ Communications
Nationwide Insurance 

- Michael Dyer
Pellissippi State Community College
Pilot Family YMCA

Renaissance Title & Escrow
Salon Biyoshi
Schakolad Chocolate Factory
Scooters Coffee
ServPro Loudon & Roane Counties
The Shotwell Team 

- Realty Executives Associates
Smoky Matchmaker LLC
Solomon IT
Sparrow Wine Bar
St. John Neumann Catholic School
State Farm Insurance

 - Mike Massaglia
Tate Insurance Group

Tennessee Valley Pool 
	 and Spas Inc.
Three Roots Capital
Transcend Chiropractic, LLC
Turkey Creek Land Partners
Viamedia, Inc.
Way Cool HVAC Sales & Service
West Knoxville Acupuncture 

and Integrative Medicine
Y-12 Federal Credit Union 

- Hardin Valley
YMCA @ Jefferson Park: 

The Davis Family
Your Back Office Accounting

Welcome New Members!
The Chamber welcomes these 

businesses who 
joined us recently in July!

Did you know businesses/organizations can submit an application 
& payment online? Visit www.farragutchamber.com  

and click “Join the Chamber!”

Scan the QR code to learn about our new members!

Thank you for renewing your 

ADMIRAL ELITE
Enterprise Membership

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  3 0  Y E A R S

M A Y O R ’ S  O F F I C E

A special thank you goes to these renewing  
members who are continuing their support of  our 

chamber and the businesses it serves through their 
above-and-beyond Enterprise Membership:
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Enterprise Club
These Chamber members generously contribute to the Chamber and the Continued Development Grant Program above and beyond their annual dues.

Vice Admiral

Admiral

Commander

Anchor

Admiral Elite Captain


